Permaculture Institute of Eastern Ontario (PIEO)

2012 Permaculture Courses

WORK EXCHANGE APPLICATION

Work Exchange Agreement

Work Exchange students will be selected based on a combination of financial need and how this course could benefit them and their communities.  We are offering these positions to help make our courses more financially accessible to students and in an effort to bring benefit to the larger community.

The following Work Exchange positions are available:

A) 2 positions for the Introduction Module on May 25, 26 and 27.

· Application Deadline: Monday, April 27, by 6pm

B) 2 positions for the Introduction Module on September 21, 22 and 23.

· Application Deadline: Monday, July 2, by 6pm

C) 2 positions for the Main Module (September 29 and 30, October 13 and 14, and October 27 and 28).

· Application Deadline: Monday, July 2, by 6pm

If selected for a Work Exchange position, you agree to the following.

· For the Introduction Module: to pay $60 and complete 4 hours of Work Exchange.

· For the Main Module: to pay $180 and complete 12 hours of Work Exchange.

The hours of Work Exchange may include such tasks as:

· Posting course flyers in Ottawa or online.

· Going to pick up materials for the course, eg. compost, soil, straw, wood chips, tires.

· Helping with set-up and clean-up, before and after class, and during breaks.

· Helping with other tasks for the course, such as taking notes or putting content on the blog/forum.

· Helping with a permaculture-related community project, which might involve assisting at a garden, a fundraiser, or an event.

To be fair with all applicants and to be efficient with the planning process, only those applications received by the above deadlines will be considered.  All applications received by the deadline will be reviewed at the same time and given equal consideration.  The content of all applications is confidential and will only be reviewed by the teachers from the Permaculture Institute of Eastern Ontario.

Those chosen as Work Exchange students agree to pay the course fee and to complete the Course Registration form within 10 days of receiving the Work Exchange offer from PIEO.  To be fair with all the applicants and to help us be efficient with the planning process, if the course fee is not received by this date, the Work Exchange position will be offered to another student.  

You are welcome to apply for Work Exchange for all of the above courses, though we will do our best to spread out and share the opportunities.  Please note, that in order to take the Main Module, it is necessary to have completed the Introduction Module.  In other words, if one is chosen as a Work Exchange student for the Main Module only, one would still take and pay the regular course fee of $170 for the Introduction Module. 

Please note that once a Work Exchange student has accepted the position and paid the course fee, there is NO REFUND for the course fee, unless PIEO cancels the course.  This is out of consideration for all applicants and because PIEO depends on the work provided by the Work Exchange students to prepare the course.

Please fill out the information below and submit ALL pages of this document, so the above agreements are still attached.

We recommend submitting your application by email, so we can easily confirm with you that we have received it.  You may also mail in your application.

Email: 




Mail: 

info@eonpermaculture.ca

B. Ford






28 Church St.






Perth, ON   K7H 2A3

Work Exchange Application Form

Name:

Email:




Phone:

Address:



City:


Postal Code:

Please indicate the course(s) for which you are applying for Work Exhange.  If applying for more than one, please indicate your preference as #1, #2, and #3 (#1 being the course for which you'd most prefer to receive Work Exchange).

A) Introduction Module on May 25, 26 and 27.

B) Introduction Module on September 21, 22 and 23.

C) Main Module on September 29 and 30, October 13 and 14, and October 27 and 28.

For all of the responses below, we encourage you to provide us with as much specific information as possible; this will help us make our decision with more clarity.  Please provide us with a few sentences for each section.

Please describe your financial situation and why you are applying for Work Exchange.

It is important to us to choose the Work Exchange students with as much fairness and equality as possible.  We also recognise that people have different ways of managing their financial resources and that "financial hardship" means different things to different people.  To help us have more clarity about your financial situation, we request that you let us know about the following. 

How much do you spend each week in total on such things as eating in restaurants or take-out food; buying things for fun and enjoyment (eg. books, music, clothes, etc.); entertainment, sports, hobbies or relaxation (eg. going to the movies, the gym, yoga classes, getting massages, etc.)?

How much do you spend each year on travel for pleasure?

We want to recognise and support people who are contributing to their communities.  Our vision is to have the Work Exchange positions bring about greater long-term benefits in the communities of the recipients.

Please describe how you are involved in your community and the types of volunteer, community projects you are engaged in.

Please describe as specifically as possible, how you think the course would benefit you and your community.

If you do not receive Work Exchange, would you still take the course?   Please indicate on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being "no" and 5 being "yes"):

NO   1 ___     2 ___     3 ___     4 ___     5 ___   YES

Do you have a drivers' license?  (This information is helpful to us, as some of the tasks require driving.)

NO

YES

Do you have access to a vehicle?  If so, please indicate what kind.

Is there anything else you would like to share with us?

If I am selected as a Work Exchange Student, I (your name) __________________ agree to the Work Exchange Agreement described above.

Date:  __________________ 

